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 Town of Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) 

Large Conference Room, 77 Main Street, Municipal Offices 

Minutes of October 20, 2016 

Draft 

 

 Members Present: Nancy Malcolm, Chris Robbins, Sam Ostrow, Barbara Saunders 

Members Absent: Steve Terry, John Anderson, Sarah Peluso 

Staff Present:  Jennifer Murray, Victor Sinadinoski 

Others Present: Judy Wiger-Grohs 

 

1. Call to Order:  Nancy called the meeting to order at 12:06pm. 

 

2. Minutes 

On a Motion by Chris, seconded by Sam, the Planning Commission approved the minutes of 

10/6/2016.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

3. Schedule Discussion 

The PC reviewed the meeting schedule and Staff requested to add Staff updates as an agenda 

item for today’s meeting. The PC reviewed the topics of discussion for the next PC meeting on 

11/3/2016, which will include a discussion on Land Use chapter facilitated by Staff. The 

Transportation chapter will be reviewed at a future meeting.  

 

4. Town Plan Discussion 

The PC discussed the goals and recommendations for the Community Facilities and Services 

chapter of the Town Plan.  Staff presented changes and edits to the chapter, and provided a 

key that reflected those edits. Black represented the original Town Plan text and green 

represented Staff edits. Staff incorporated input from the Director of Public Works and 

Director of Parks and Recreation into the edits. 

 

The PC reflected on several changes and completed their edits during the meeting. The PC 

decided that Parks and Recreation goals and recommendations should be incorporated into 

the Community Facilities chapter rather than in the Health and Wellness chapter. They 

determined that the Capital Improvement Plan should be coordinated with the PC planning 

process and the Town Planning Office. The PC also talked over the benefits and drawbacks of 

supporting the relocation of State offices in downtown Middlebury.  

 

5. Other Business 

Staff provided the PC with an update on the status of the Municipal Planning Grant. The 

deadline for submitting a new grant application is October 30th. The PC agreed that a housing 

/residential study would be most useful at this time. 

 

Staff presented a 5-year plan of goals and tasks for a future Conservation Commission, based 

on the discussions the Planning Commission has had so far, and the items needed for the PC 

to perform their work on the town plan and zoning regulations.  Technical assistance to the 
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commission would be provided by staff, but given the complexity of the projects on the list, 

staff stressed that is imperative to form a quality working group composed of volunteers with 

prior related experience such as ecologists and environmental scientists.  Nancy suggested 

that Middlebury College could be a potential resource.  The PC supported this idea and 

requested that the project list be included in their minutes.  Staff requested that the PC give 

her some time to reach out to potential qualified candidates before proceeding further.   

 

Conservation Commission 

Description:     

The Conservation Commission will be a working group completing conservation-related 

tasks under the supervision of staff, for the purpose of improving the Town Plan and Zoning 

Regulations and improving review of applications before the DRB.  The commission will be 

composed of five (5) volunteers, appointed by the Selectboard, who have sufficient prior 

experience and background to complete detailed inventories and studies, as well as other 

projects as requested.  The Planner may retain consultants or interns to assist the 

conservation in their work.  The Conservation Commission works in close collaboration with 

the Town Planner, who provides technical assistance and develops their agenda and project 

schedule in coordination with the chair.  Staff also serves as liaison between the 

Conservation Commission, Planning Commission, DRB, Selectboard and related Town 

departments.   

Duties: 

1) Work with the Town Planner to act as an advisory committee to the DRB, providing 

opinions on applications with potential impacts on protected natural resources in 

Middlebury. 

2) To undertake inventories, studies and other projects as requested, for use by the 

Planning Commission and Town Planner in updating the Town plan and regulations. 

3) Provide community education and outreach on conservation issues as needed. 

 

5-year plan of Priority Projects, to be completed with Town planning staff: 

1) Collaborate with the PC and a GIS consultant to conduct viewshed mapping and create 

regulations to manage scenic resources.   

2) Use viewshed mapping results to create a solar siting map showing suitable and 

unsuitable locations for large-scale solar siting projects, soon to be a mandated 

requirement for the town plan.  

3) Update the inventory and mapping of Class 3 wetlands and vernal pools, a data layer 

which is currently out-of-date. Provide recommendations regarding management of 

these resources to the PC. 

4) Collaborate with the Agency of Natural Resources to create a prioritized wildlife 

habitat map (primary, secondary, and tertiary conservation areas), using existing State 
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data layers. Possibly supplement with local inventory data. Provide recommendations 

to the PC for new development regulations related to these areas.  

5) Collaborate with the Bike-Ped committee, Public Works, Planning Commission and 

MALT to create a bike-ped map showing existing and future trail connections.  

Incorporate this map into the Town Plan.  Develop regulations for new development 

that require or incentivize the dedication of an easement to the Town for properties that 

create linkages according to the bike-ped map. Use this map during review of 

applications before the DRB.  

6) Create an open space plan, possibly utilizing an intern from Middlebury College.  

Inventory and map parcels currently under protection. Also, apply rating criteria to 

identify a priority list of future properties for conservation. 

7) Once mapping and regulations have been updated, implement a process for reviewing 

and commenting upon DRB applications. 

8) Revisit floodplain and fluvial erosion hazard area mapping and regulations for East 

Middlebury. Provide recommendations to the Planning Commission. 

9) Create management plans for Town forests, most likely using the assistance of an intern 

from Middlebury College. Develop a strategy for long-term stewardship of these lands, 

including invasive species management. 

10) Update the wellhead protection plans for Middlebury and East Middlebury, as needed.  

Provide recommendations to the Planning Commission regarding the adequacy of 

wellhead protection overlay regulations. 

11)  Work with public works, ACRPC and other partners to incorporate Green Stormwater 

Infrastructure into public and private projects, by collaborating on a project(s) under 

development. Conduct public education and outreach regarding stormwater best 

management practices. 

12) Conduct wildlife tracking to confirm the presence of wildlife travel corridors. 

13) Conduct streambank and driveway surveys to identify point-source sediment and 

Phosphorous pollution. 

14) Wetland and floodplain advocacy and education, as these are priorities for Middlebury. 

 

 

6. Adjournment:    

The Planning Commission moved to adjourn the meeting at 1:40 pm. 

 

Submitted by:  Victor Sinadinoski 


